
We are excited to have the following programs for the 2020 online convention: 
 
SPEECH AND DEBATE TRACK. Co-curricular activities have been impacted as much, and 
sometimes more, than their curricular counterparts. Forensics in the State of Illinois is no 
exception. Coaches, competitors, and administrators are quickly adapting to the changes and 
challenges of socially distant competition. This track includes the following panels: 

• Hosting Tournaments in Digital Formats 
• Issues of Equity in Online Competition 
• IHSA & IIFA Business Meetings 
• Coaching and Team-Building in a Digital Age 

 
VIRTUAL LEARNING TRACK. The shift to virtual learning, particularly in response to 
COVID-19, has been a rollercoaster. This panel explores the lessons learned and the 
opportunities for improvement. This track includes the following panels: 

• Virtual Classroom Ethics/Lessons 
• Building the Virtual Classroom 
• Tools for the Virtual Classroom 
• Student Support for Virtual Learning 

 
COMMUNICATION CONTEXTS TRACK. Many individuals tasked with teaching 
communication outside of the basic course and public speaking are silos of expertise in their 
departments. This track will provide a space for those instructors to convene and discuss better, 
and sometimes best, practices while teaching in a range of communication contexts in traditional 
and online learning formats. This track includes the following panels: 

• Interpersonal Communication 
• Intercultural Communication 
• Media/Mass Communication 
• Small Group Communication 

 
TOPICS IN COMMUNICATION TRACK. Teaching and learning are not the only activities 
that educators have quickly transitioned to online labor. Discussions will focus on the additional 
work, beyond teaching, we are tasked to perfect in a virtual world, from daily communication to 
administrative duties. This track includes the following panels: 

• Dual Credit and Basic Course in an Online Environment 
• Assessment in the Online Environment 
• Improving Meetings in an Online Environment 
• Enhancing Roles of Speaker and Listener in Communication 

 


